CHILDREN'S PYTHON
Antaresia Childreni

‘Children’s python’ typically refers to the three
most commonly available species of Antaresia
- Children’s, Spotted and Stimsons. They are
a small, hardy species that are popular due to
their small size and relative ease of care.
However, contrary to being called a
‘Children’s Python’, these aren’t pythons
especially suited for children but instead are
named after a zoological curator of the British
museum, John George Children!

LIFE SPAN
With a high level of appropriate care,
Children’s pythons can live to 20 years and
beyond! They are one of the smallest species
of python in the world, with an average length
of approximately 1.1m.

FEEDING
Juvenile children’s pythons should be fed
every 7 days, beginning with fuzzy mice and
graduating to adult rats as they grow. Adult
children’s pythons should be fed every 7-10
days, with food being offered approximately
1-1.5 times the thickness of your python. See
blog: 'What's the right size Reptile Feeder for
my Snake?'
Occasionally, your pythons may fast for
several weeks. This is usually not an indicator
of poor health, but that he has had enough
food or is preparing to shed. As long as your
python is not losing significant amounts of
weight, this occasional fast is usually of no
concern.

ABOUT PETWAVE
PetWave is an Australian online pet supply
company that is expert in shipping delicate,
live and frozen products to you and your
pet’s door.
We know that your time is valuable & you
want access to reliable, premium products at
perfect prices. We are able to satisfy your
needs through our premium online offer.
We are very proud to offer the highest quality
and largest selection of live fish, aquarium
plants and driftwood creations, a wide range
of live food such as insects, frozen pet food
especially for snakes, lizards, amphibians
and birds of prey and many rare, creative
and beautiful decorations for your aquarium
and terrarium.

CHILDREN'S
PYTHON
CARE SHEET
Visit us at
www.petwave.com.au
For enquiries, please contact
customercare@petwave.com.au

TEMPERATURE
Your children’s pythons will require a “thermal
gradient” - that is, a warm end and a cool end
of their habitat.
For the warm end, a range of 31-33℃ and for
the cool end, a range of 24-26℃.
In the evening, these temperature ranges can
drop by 5℃.
While not essential, allowing the temperature
to drop slightly in the evening will mimic a
natural day/night cycle for your python.
A properly established thermal gradient
allows your children’s python to choose his
desired temperature.
The use of reliable thermostats allows you to
monitor the temperature ranges at all times.

VIVARIUM
Hatchlings should be kept in a smaller, more
secure habitat for the first year of their life.
Children’s pythons are relatively small and
their habitat needs to be at least 1m long,
60cm high and 45cm deep for a single
python. They can excel at escaping, and
your vivarium will need to be well-ventilated
but also very secure and without any gaps or
holes to escape through.
An absorbent substrate such as aspen
bedding, cat litter or reptile carpet should be
used to line the habitat, and cleaned out and
replaced completely approximately monthly,
if not before. Fecal matter should be
removed as soon as possible and any
bedding or carpet replaced as soon as it
becomes damp or soiled.
A stable, shallow water dish is essential. Your
snake can be a little crafty and may push
over and spill his water without a properly
secured dish!
You should have at least one hiding place for
each python in your habitat - something that
can be safely secured and that he can fit in
snugly. This will provide him a safe hiding
spot to help him feel secure when he needs
a timeout from prying eyes!

LIGHTING
If you plan to keep your children’s python in a
well-lit room, additional lighting is not strictly
necessary. However, lighting can be used as
an additional source of warmth if required,
and to improve the aesthetic of your
vivarium.
UV lighting is also not strictly required for
children’s pythons, but the installation of a 5.0
UVB light can provide some benefit. Any lights
you do choose to install must be switched off
at night to provide your python with a proper
day/night cycle.

COMPANIONS
Children’s pythons can be kept together as
an adult pair, but should typically be
separated for their own safety during feeding
times.

