AUSTRALIAN GECKOS
(Gekkonidae)
There are about 140 native geckos in
Australia, and although we don’t have any
native chameleon species, we have a wide
variety of interesting types of geckos! Geckos
are a popular choice among reptile
enthusiasts as some species can be some of
the easier reptiles to care for. However, while
they will tolerate moderate handling, they
typically
don’t
like
to
be
handled
unnecessarily or cuddled, so they may not be
the best choice for young children.
While you might see geckos in the wild, it’s
important to never catch a wild gecko. You
will need to obtain your gecko from a licensed
breeder and you are likely to also require a
license to keep your geckos.

LIFE SPAN
When well cared for, and if all his
requirements are met, smaller geckos will live
3-5 years, while larger geckos can live to 10
years and beyond! While the size of your
gecko depends on his species, most geckos
average between 10-13cm.

COMPANIONS
Your gecko should not be kept with other
reptiles or babies. A single male can be kept
in the same terrarium with several females,
or several females can share a terrarium.
Multiple adult males should not be housed
together with a female as this can cause
aggression, fighting and injury. Males can
often be housed successfully together
without a female but it is suggested you
monitor closely initially for any aggressive
behavior.

GECKO CHECKLIST
Terrarium
Thermometers
Substrate
Water Source
Hiding Places
Hygrometer
Lighting
Gecko Food

ABOUT PETWAVE
PetWave is an Australian online pet supply
company that is expert in shipping delicate,
live and frozen products to you and your pet’s
door.
We know that your time is valuable & you
want access to reliable, premium products at
perfect prices. We are able to satisfy your
needs through our premium online offer. We
are very proud to offer the highest quality and
largest selection of live fish, aquarium plants
and driftwood creations, a wide range of live
food such as insects, frozen pet food
especially for snakes, lizards, amphibians
and birds of prey and many rare, creative and
beautiful decorations for your aquarium and
terrarium.

GECKO
CARE SHEET
Visit us at
www.petwave.com.au
For enquiries, please contact
customercare@petwave.com.au

FOOD

TEMPERATURE

Geckos love insects! Your gecko will enjoy
feasting on a variety of crickets, woodies and
other bugs. Mealworms can be an occasional
treat. Live insects should be dusted with
calcium powder or supplements to boost the
nutritional value for your gecko. Don’t forget
to gutload your insects prior to feeding.
Take care not to feed your gecko insects
that are too large, as they may cause
blockages. Hatchling geckos will need to
be fed daily, while your adult gecko will
only need to be fed three to four times
weekly. Your nocturnal gecko will prefer to
hunt and eat in the evening, and food
should only be provided in the late
afternoon or at night. While feeding,
particularly in summer, you can lightly mist
your gecko’s face with water, which they
can lick off and drink.
Water misting
every two days is a great way of adding
humidity to a terrarium and some gecko
breeders
have
found
that
misting
becomes the only required water source
for their geckos as well (most geckos
prefer to drink the water droplets over
drinking from a water dish). Until you have
perfected your misting techniques, your
geckos will require a permanent water
source. A water dish or, even better,
running water is ideal. Your gecko will
not only drink the water, but also bathe in
it and probably fill it with sand, so regular
water changes are required.

Your gecko’s terrarium should have a warm
and cool end. Two thermometers in your
terrarium, one at each end, can help you
monitor both temperatures. The warm side of
the terrarium should be kept between 29-32°
C, and the cool side between 19-24°C. A
good general rule of thumb is to try and have
the cool side 10°C cooler than the warm side.
Low wattage globes can be used to provide
heat for your terrarium. If you are able to
provide an under tank heater, this will allow
your gecko to mimic natural behavior, and
absorb heat from the soil, which can aid with
their digestion. Your gecko will use thermal
regulation to keep his body temperature right,
moving himself from the warm to cool side of
his terrarium as needed. This regulation is
essential for your gecko’s metabolism,
digestion and immune system. Most geckos
require
regulated
humidity
levels.
A hygrometer in your terrarium will allow you
to monitor their humidity. Recommended
terrarium temperatures and humidity levels
are detailed in the attached Gecko Species
Table.

TERRARIUM
Ideally, your gecko’s terrarium should have a
natural look and feel, with plenty of live plants,
rocks, and substrate. Gravel should be
avoided in a gecko’s terrarium as it can
potentially cause gut impaction. If you wish to
keep more than one gecko, you will need a
larger enclosure. It should be well-ventilated
with a secure lid that can be locked, to keep
your gecko safe. Your terrarium will need a
5-8cm layer of natural substrate. Minimum
terrarium dimensions and substrate details
are in the attached Gecko Species Table.

ACCESSORIES

In addition to your gecko’s water source, he
will also need safe hiding places (provided
at both the warm and cool ends of the
terrarium: one per gecko). These spaces
should be dark, enclosed and be horizontal
for terrestrial geckos and vertical for
arboreal geckos. Caves, logs, bark or rocks
are ideal hiding spots and will allow your
gecko to feel safe while he is sleeping
during the day. A moist hiding place is
where your gecko will hide when it’s time to
shed his skin. You can also provide
your gecko with climbing spots using
rocks and branches, essential for arboreal
species.

LIGHTING
Geckos are nocturnal and do not require
ultraviolet light as your other reptiles may do,
but they still require a day and night cycle. A
2.0 UV light can be used in your terrarium on
a 10-12 hour cycle each day. Your bulbs
should be changed every 6 months, as they
lose their strength over time. If you enjoy
watching your gecko at night, equip your
terrarium with a night-specific bulb. This will
allow you to watch what your gecko is doing
without disrupting his evening activities.

